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    Rural Crime Watch – September 2019  

Monthly Newsletter to Members of Cochrane Foothills Protective Association 

How we help thieves 
Listings of properties are posted on websites. Buyers gather scads of information about communities, 
trends and availability from the convenience of a screen. Pictures, virtual tour and property descriptions 
are given. Whether or not staged, the realtor preference is to have selling owner live elsewhere as it 
makes showing at any time of the day by any realtor easier.  However, thieves use computers too!  A 
listing may mean a place that is likely not lived in. No one at home is the preference of thieves. They can 
take more time for a break-in. The virtual tour provides guidance to possible areas for valuables.  The 
posting on websites is available to the internet world.  Leaving the listing posted after sale is exposure 
that does not help the seller or the buyer. Once posted online, the digital gurus can mine the history and 
details.  Suggestions:  do not include the address in the listing. Contact the listing realtor for access. 
Remove the listing immediately upon sale.  
 
Rural Crime Watch App has just been released! 
A new Rural Crime Watch App has just been released by the Alberta Provincial Rural Crime Watch 
Association for use by members on your phone, mobile device or computer. The App shows the RCMP 
detachment boundary map, spatially identifies which detachment you are in, and provides a appropriate 
phone links to report suspicious or criminal activity. The App also provides crime prevention tips and 
links to other agency contact info. The App is available on the Alberta Rural Crime Watch website 
 https://www.ruralcrimewatch.ab.ca/. Just click on the “Use the App” button and follow the directions 
to download the App to your phone or mobile device. The location service on your mobile phone allows 
the App to locate the detachment you are in when you call.  
 

Alberta Fish and Wild Life Reminders 
Bears:  Please remove any remaining fruit from trees and the red berries from Mountain ash trees as 
bear activity in our area is increasing.  Removing bird feeders is also advised.   
Did you know?  If any livestock is killed by a bear, wolf or cougar, there is a provincial subsidy to replace 
the animal through Fish and Wildlife. If a recent livestock attack has occurred and you believe the 
predator may still be on or near your property, contact Fish and Wildlife for information. 

 Hunting Season: Officers are encouraging residents to allow hunters to hunt on 
your privately owned or leased land.  Take a picture of the people, their  driver’s 
licence and/or licence plate as a condition of release and entry.  Trail cameras 
identify all vehicles.  Encouraging responsible hunting on private property 
increases the security of your land because there will be more eyes to report 
unwanted activity. As some ‘hunters’ may actually be casing property for future 
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theft opportunities. Hence the advice to take photos of drivers licences and licence plates.   Landowners 
cannot charge for hunters for access or use of their land.  

Injured animal guidelines:  If an injured animal enters your land, property owners do not have to allow 
persons onto their property to retrieve the animal.  If unsure how to handle any situation with injured 
wildlife and or hunters trying to access their land, please contact Alberta Fish and Wildlife right away to 
investigate and assist in resolution.  

 Land owners are allowed by law to refuse granting permission for people who wish to come onto their 
land. Poaching concerns - call Fish and Wildlife along with RCMP right away. Do not engage unknown 
persons, who may be armed.  Use the website for more information  https://www.alberta.ca/wildlife-
predator-compensation-program.aspx or  if urgent call 1-800-642-3800. 

 
Rural Crime Town Hall Meetings  
The Alberta Minister of Justice Doug Schweitzer is hosting Town Hall meetings throughout Alberta with a 
focus on rural crime prevention. The purpose is to hear issues and suggestions directly from rural 
owners.  Another purpose is to solicit comments on the recent proposals.  A survey from the Minister is 
being sent to all RCW members. We encourage everyone to complete and submit the survey to be part 
of change in how our provincial government is proposing to address the issues.  If you have not 
attended one of the three Town Hall meetings in our area, please contact info@cfparcw.ca and we will 
send you a copy of the survey.  This survey is open to all members of the public to complete.     
 

Alberta Law Enforcement Response Teams (ALERT) is a program established by the Government of 
Alberta in 2006 to combat organized and serious crime. More than 300 municipal police and RCMP 
officers work together in teams to investigate everything from drug trafficking to child exploitation to 
gang violence. The goal is to create even safer communities for all Albertans. This umbrella service is 
part of integration, coordination training, and deployment among the major police forces in Alberta. 
Access for the public is a referral from incidents reported through emergency calls. Some very serious 
stuff. https://alert-ab.ca 

 

RCW Participation 
Check out the news and links on our website  https://cfparcw.ca/.  Invite your neighbours to also 
become part of our community movement to send a message to would-be intruders. “Beware. 
These rural people are informed, prepared and connected to deter crime.”   
  

Invitation to Members   If you have any information, comments or questions to share in the next 
newsletter, please submit to the general CFPA email address:  info@cfparcw.ca    We are Rural Crime 
Watch, a network of concerned residents, committed to making a safer community through basic crime 
prevention principles.  Our security is greatly enhanced when we work together as good neighbours. 
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